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WESTLAND 
INTERCEPTOR
INTRODUCING PLANS 
FOR A NEAT 40-INCH 
WINGSPAN MONOPLANE 
FIGHTER

PHOENIX 
MODELS K8
A 3.5 METRE SPAN 
VINTAGE GLIDER

ULTRA MICRO 
SPITFIRE
PARKZONE MICRO 
FIGHTER

MAX-THRUST 
MX2

STAND OUT FROM THE 
CROWD WITH THIS 

BRIGHTLY COLOURED 
R/C AEROBAT

FLIGHT TEST

ON REVIEW…
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Tail Wheel Assembly
Everyone knows the tail wheel assembly is probably one of the 

easiest parts of any build – not on this one! In fact it’s a bit of a 
brainteaser. Don’t get me wrong, when it’s fitted it is very good and 
works well. But to get there! The activation plates are screwed onto 
the rudder along with the control horns, which is fiddly but fairly 
easy. The tail wheel support is screwed into the fuselage back end 
– also easy. But coupling the wheel clevis to the rudder arms makes 
you think. I had to re bend the tail wheel support bar and pushrods 
and shorten them as well to get it all to work.

Wings
The only operation on the wings is to remove the covering where 

the aileron horns fit, screw them in position and couple up to the 
fitted servos with the supplied pre bent wire pushrods.

Prop and Spinner
A 3-bladed prop and matching spinner are supplied and take only 

a few minutes to fit.

Control Surfaces
Fitting the rear control surfaces was just a matter of coupling up 

the pre fitted pushrods to the horns, with final adjustment being 
carried out after the receiver was fitted.

Radio And Motor
I fitted my 2.4 GHz Futaba gear, the receiver fitting easily into the 

large aperture in the fuselage. One change I made was to fit two 
aileron leads to the wing servos, using channel 1 and 6, rather than 
using the supplied Y-lead as I like the ability to electronically adjust 
the servos individually.

The brushless out-runner motor was already fitted, as was the 
70 A  ESC. All it required was to solder some 3.5 mm banana plugs 
on the ESC to suit the battery and plug the lead into the Rx. ‘Jobs 
a good un’, as they say. To check the direction of motor rotation I 
removed the prop assembly, plugged in the battery leads and gave 
the throttle a blip. Good job I did, as I would have had the plane 
flying backwards! Anyway, it was easy to change over one pair of 
leads from the motor to ESC to get it running in the correct direction.

Final Adjustments
I set-up the surface travels as I always do, with a three-position 

switch with all surfaces linked to this switch. This gives three rates 

Tip
Futaba receivers come with two short aerials of about 4" 

(100 mm) long; these should be routed at 90° to each other to 
get a good signal. Get two old empty Biro tubes and cut the ends 
off, rough these up with sandpaper and with a hot melt glue gun 
stick one to the fuselage side and the other to a suitable cross 
member. The aerials will go into these and be held in position. 
And they are easy to remove if you ever wish to remove the Rx 
for any reason.

Tip
Make sure the Tx is set on fail-safe before you do anything else 

as you do not want the motor spinning up with hands or fingers 
anywhere near. The instructions say that the ESC is normally in 
fail-safe also.

Neville uses empty Biro tubes to 
hold the Rx aerials at 90 degrees

Mounting the tailplane before adding the fin. Note 
the broad spreader plate for the elevator horn – 
reassuringly strong!

Close-up on the finished tail, with 
its generous control surfaces

Keep the nose down on approach 
to stave off those slow speed stalls

“The instructions recommend drilling a hole in the canopy so that 
any heat build-up does not distort the moulding”
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Kit Review – Max Thrust MX2

“The instructions recommend drilling a hole in the canopy so that 
any heat build-up does not distort the moulding”

A great looking aerobatic model

Assembling the 
tailwheel is a bit 
of a brainteaser

“All hinges are Robart type, which fit into 
predrilled holes and are glued in position”

Pictures nearly finished – let’s go fly!
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and exponential on all surfaces with the fl ick of just one switch.
I set the maximum thows a little higher than recommended with 

50% exponential, and the middle position as recommended with the 
elevator at 10 mm, ailerons 8 mm and rudder 15 mm, all each way, 
with 40% exponential. And the minimums were set 2 mm less with 
25% exponential.

Doing it this way gives a choice if the model proves too sensitive 
or not sensitive enough. In the event the recommended throws were 
about right for me.

I set the C of G at 100 mm back from the wing leading edge as 
recommended by adjusting the battery pack position.

The assembly time is very short and could be completed in a 
couple of evenings.

Flying
We had the usual photographic session prior to the fi rst fl ight. 

I must admit, this aircraft does look the part on the ground, even 
though the colour would not be my fi rst choice. But it does stand out 
against most skies.

Opening up the throttle gave me a bit of a start – the MX2 was up 
and away before I could blink. And this was on a grass runway! This 
is one powerful motor.

The fi rst fl ight is always stressful and although you take the time 
to set the aircraft up, you never know that everything is OK until that 
moment comes.

But this is always worthwhile and proved to be so in this case, with 
hardly any trim changes required.

First problem – the canopy fl ew off during the fi rst circuit. 
Fortunately it is rather large and light, and landed without any 
damage. Having landed, I picked it up from the outfi eld and popped 
it on again. Perhaps I had not fi tted it securely?

After taking-off again and with a few circuits under my belt, and 
prior to going silly with aero’s, I did my usual trick of slowing the 

model down and over fl ying the runway to simulate a landing. 
Except the MX2 does not like to be fl own slowly. It has quite a 
vicious stall! It took a few deft control movements to keep it in the 
air, but kept going it did. I hoped that anyone watching thought it 
was part of the display! This is defi nitely not a beginner’s aircraft.

Gaining some height, I felt ready to try a few things. Loops were 
easy, followed by a few quick rolls and a couple of spins, but I 
couldn’t get the knife-edge to hold on the recommended setting; 
more throw is required. As usual inverted fl ight needed some ‘down’ 
to keep level. Then the canopy did its second trick and fl ew off 
again, but as the battery was starting to show signs of low power, I 
landed. 

Further Flights
It has taken some time to really get used to fl ying the MX2 and, 

even now, many fl ights on, I sometimes get caught out with the stall 
at slow speed. Mostly they are recoverable but the bad news is that 
I had a major arrival. I did not register that the battery was very low 
and tried for the runway… 

And the good news? Well, with a little time and some Zap-a-Gap it 
went back together and you can hardly see the join. Funny thing is, 
I think it fl ies better than ever before!

Serious Stuff Now
As I said before, this is defi nitely not a beginner’s aircraft to fl y 

and I think you need to be a fairly competent pilot to handle it. The 
MX2 is listed in the Experienced-Flyers section of the Century UK 
website.

The canopy retention seemed to be secure but as it is prone to 
fl y off, I now have a 5" wing-retaining band round the fuselage and 
canopy.

It goes together very easily but you do have to think about the tail 
wheel assembly. Q&EFI
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Kit Review – Max Thrust MX2

Specification
INFORMATION
Name: MX2
Manufacturer: Max Thrust
Distributor: Century UK, www.centuryuk.com
Price: £159.95 (PNP), £99.95 (Airframe only)
Material: Epofl exy

SPECIFICATIONS
Wingspan: 1400 mm (55.1")
Length: 1290 mm (50.8")
Weight: 1.9 kg (67oz)
Servos: 9 g x 4
Recommended Battery: 
3350 mAh 14.8 V LiPo
Motor: 4050 out-runner
ESC: 70 A

R/C FUNCTIONS
Elevator
Rudder
Ailerons
Throttle

TEST
DISLIKES
Canopy retention 
Tail wheel bracket

LIKES
Quick and easy build
Undercarriage very robust 
Flies well

“Opening up the throttle gave me a bit of a start 
– the MX2 was up and away before I could blink”

“I must admit, this aircraft does 
look the part on the ground”

Aileron linkages and horns are 
made of decent sized parts

Powering up for the maiden take-off
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